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is a volunteer, member-driven society. To 
me, membership in ACS grants individu-
als the venue to express their interests, 
propose ideas and programs, and then 
work to bring them to fulfillment. Vol-
unteers contribute their own ideas and 
interests. At the same time, ACS reaps the 
rewards of this volunteerism. It is not dif-
ficult to estimate that for every dollar ACS 
spends to support volunteers, it receives 
at least twice the value in volunteer time 
and creativity in return. We must con-
tinue to support our volunteers.

The leadership of ACS in chemical 
education is unquestioned. Yet there are 
challenges that must be met successfully. 
One of these is the concern regarding 
the quality of high school chemistry and 
mathematics preparation of college-bound 
students. Issues exist about the training of 
chemistry teachers at all levels, and ACS 
should have a voice in setting appropriate 
standards. Finally, I support educators 
developing modern teaching techniques as 
well as the educators who use research as a 
teaching tool.

ACS is dedicated to advancing science 
through encouragement and publica-
tion of the highest quality research. To 
do this we need to promote chemistry to 
those outside our society who hold the 
all-important purse strings. I fully support 
the Legislative Action Network and ask 
all the District I members to join LAN to 
help influence congressional decisions. In 
addition, I will be glad to join with other 
board members in visits to congressional 
offices to discuss current scientific is-
sues and funding. There is also the need 
to reunify chemistry by bringing those 
who practice chemistry—but who do not 
recognize themselves as chemists—back 
into the fold.

One important ongoing initiative that 
I will support is the globalization of ACS. 
There is no question that ACS is the leader 
in many areas of chemistry. The society 
publishes the most respected journals, it 
has the best database search engines, and 
its volunteer organization is unmatched 
in the international arena. A global ACS 
must balance these assets with interna-
tional interests and work with other soci-
eties to promote chemistry.

In the past, as chair of the Committee 
on Committees, I have had opportunities 
to work productively with the Board of Di-
rectors. With your support, this election 
will allow me the opportunity to continue 
this work.
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Jespersen’s Statement

In accepting the nomination to run for 
the ACS Board of Directors, 
representing District I,  
I expressed the belief that 
I can serve the members of 
our district, and the ACS as 
a whole, because many of 
my interests are the same as 
yours. Specifically, I believe 
it is important to be vigilant 
about the financial health 
of ACS while recognizing 
the current economic con-
ditions faced by our mem-
bers. I am dedicated to the 
principle that ACS  
is a member-driven sci-
entific and educational 

society focused on the interests of chem-
ists and chemistry as a whole. ACS should 
continue to leverage intersociety  
relationships that influence science fund-
ing from Congress, private foundations, 
and industry. Finally, it is important that 
ACS develop as a “global” institution  
with interests that provide benefits for 
everyone.

With regard to the financial interests 
of ACS, I am a chemist, not a financial 
analyst. However, I have experience with 
managing budgets of several organiza-
tions. Although those budgets were at 
least two orders of magnitude smaller 
than those of ACS’s operations, the prin-
ciples are similar. In addition, I have had 
the privilege of serving as a liaison to the 
committees involved with two major rev-
enue sources for ACS: the Committee on 
Chemical Abstracts Service and the Publi-
cations Committee. The business acumen 
of the leaders of these groups is impres-
sive. I agree with recent decisions by the 
board to provide services to members in 
distress and will support additional well-
designed programs if economic condi-
tions do not improve.

I am dedicated to the concept that ACS 

Jespersen


